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190,202 
# of registered internally displaced children 
(Ministry of Social Policy, 18 September 2015)  

1,505,570 
# of registered internally displaced people 
(Ministry of Social Policy 18 September 2015) 

5 million 
Approx. # of affected people 
(OCHA, Humanitarian Response Plan, February 2015) 

1.7 million 
Approx. # of affected children 
(UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children 2015) 

70 children  
# of child casualties since March 2014 
(WHO, 2 October  2015) 

194 children  
# of children wounded since March 2014 
(WHO, 2 October 2015) 

 
 
 
Highlights 

    

 Registration/accreditation requirements for UN and 
NGOs operating in non-government-controlled areas 
continue to hamper the delivery of critically urgent 
humanitarian assistance to conflict-affected areas 
and, on 23 September, the de facto authorities in 
Luhansk requested the immediate departure of all 
international humanitarian organisations.  

 

 UNICEF provided 76 tons of chlorine to five filter 
stations along the Seversky Donets-Donbass channel. 
These stations provide potable water to 450,000 
residents in both government-controlled and non-
government-controlled areas of Donetsk region.   
 

 UNICEF continues to support the government’s polio 
outbreak response. It has formulated a 
communication and social mobilization strategy, a 
detailed national vaccine distribution plan as well as 
procured and delivered 2.2 million additional oral 
polio vaccine (OPV) doses.  The outbreak response 
plan calls for the vaccination of a total of 4.75 million 
children aged 0-10 years old. 

 

 120 schools, kindergartens and community 
protection centers attended by nearly 20,000 
children have received Lego Duplo and System kits 
and training and training for nearly 500 caregivers in 
the application of the Lego methodology for stress 
and trauma treatment has begun.  
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
    
The so-called “beginning of the school year ceasefire” largely held throughout September 2015, with the OSCE Special 
Monitoring Mission’s reports showing a substantial decrease in ceasefire violations, in particular those involving heavy 
weapons. On 29 September, the signatories of the Minsk Package agreed to a further withdrawal of weapons from 
the contact line.  
 

The lull in fighting allowed children in conflict affected areas 
near the contact line in Donetsk and Luhansk regions to begin 
the school year in a relatively peaceful environment. 
However, the effects of the conflict on the education system 
continue to be felt. This is especially the case in areas around 
the contact line where educational infrastructure has suffered 
wide spread damage. Repairs were completed during the 
summer but in many areas additional work is urgently needed 
in order for facilities to be operational and safe for children 
during the winter.  
 
The humanitarian situation however did not benefit from the 
ceasefire implementation and access by children to services 

and basic goods remained constrained in conflict affected 
areas in eastern Ukraine resulting in continued increase in 
the number of internally displaced people. This number now 
stands at over 1.5 million people, including up to 190,000 

children. The introduction of the Russian rouble as the official currency in non-government-controlled areas on 3 
September has resulted in a substantial decrease in the real value of pensions, social benefits and salaries, increasing 
the number of vulnerable people, including children.  
 
The decision by the de facto authorities in Luhansk on 23 September to request, with immediate effect, the departure 
of all international staff of international NGOs and UN Agencies, funds and programmes from the Luhansk region 
raised substantial concern. High-level negotiations and advocacy efforts are under way to re-establish access to 
populations in need.  A single humanitarian convoy has been allowed into non-government-controlled areas since late 
July when the de facto authorities suspended humanitarian activities pending accreditation or registration. To date, 
16,000 metric tons of humanitarian cargo, which are in the pipeline, are unable to be delivered to those who need 
assistance. The decision on future humanitarian operations in non-government-controlled areas of the Donetsk region 
was still pending at the end of the reporting period.  
 
 The lack of humanitarian access to affected people has 
far reaching consequences: 
 

- 150,000 people including 50,000 infants and 
children, are no longer receiving food support 

- 30,000 people will not have access to shelter 
materials and non-food-items necessary for 
winterization 

- 3,400 children in institutions lack proper 
support and assistance 

- 30,000 children no longer receive psycho-
social support 

- 200,000 children are at increased risk of death 
or injury due to the suspension of mine risk 
education 

- 150,00 people are at risk of losing access to clean water 

- 60,000 people do not have access to hygiene kits 

- 500,000 children up to 10 years of age will not have access to urgently needed polio vaccination 

- hospitals are unable to perform life saving emergency operations due to a lack of anaesthetics 

- life saving treatment for 50,000 patients has been affected by their lack of access to insulin 

A girl stands next to the blackboard in the school #8, Slovyansk, Donetsk 
region on the first day of the school year. [Credit: UNICEF 
Ukraine/2015/A.Getman] 

About 3,400 children in institutions lack proper support. Two boys sit on 
their beds in Krasnodon institution for children with disabilities in non-
government-controlled area, Luhansk region. [Credit: UNICEF 
Ukraine/2015/A.Filippov] 
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- people living with HIV face interruptions in access to anti-retroviral treatment, and people with tuberculosis 
lack access to vital TB medicines (this situation may have important consequences not only for the lives of 
individual patients affected by HIV and/or TB, but also for public health in the region) 

 

Between 20-25 September, UN Assistant-Secretary-General for Human Rights Ivan Šimonović, visited Ukraine and met 
high level government officials as well as representatives of the de facto authorities in eastern Ukraine. He expressed 
his utmost concern regarding the decision of the de facto authorities in Luhansk to request the departure of 
humanitarian organisations and called for a reversal of the decision, stressing the impact this will have on people in 
need of humanitarian assistance. He also highlighted the negative impact of the decision of the government of Ukraine 
to suspend financing of social services in non-government-controlled areas since November 2014. He called for 
additional efforts to be made to increase the freedom of movement of people around the contact line, in particular 
for the crossing of the three Ukrainian Armed Forces checkpoints to and from non-government-controlled areas which 
would allow greater access to basic goods and services by populations residing in non-government-controlled areas.  
 
On 28 September the Ukrainian Government introduced a fast track procedure for the delivery of humanitarian aid by 
international organisations to non-government –controlled areas which now includes provisions for humanitarian 
assistance to be delivered by railway.  
 
Eastern Ukraine is subject to harsh winter conditions, which are expected to start within weeks. The opportunity to 
scale up operations before the winter sets in is decreasing every day. There is a significant risk that a failure to provide 
critical humanitarian assistance to people where they currently are will trigger further population displacement and 
hardships for vulnerable people including children.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
  
As part of the development of the Humanitarian Response Plan, the UNICEF-led WASH Cluster held consultations with 
key partners to develop a common vision of priority needs to prepare the Humanitarian Needs Overview, which in 
turn will inform the 2016 Humanitarian Response Plan. Inter-cluster work continues between WASH and Health cluster 
for water treatment and quality monitoring, between WASH and Shelter clusters for winterization and between WASH 
and protection for advocacy.  
 
A case study was prepared, jointly with Global Nutrition Cluster (GNC), on nutrition sub-cluster management in 
Ukraine and will be presented in the GNC meeting to be held in Nairobi in October 2015. 

In its meeting on 28 September, the Child Protection sub-cluster participants, including the Ministry of Social Policy 
and the Ombudsman at the President Office, decided to prioritise the rollout of the global Child Protection Minimum 
Standards in Humanitarian Settings.  The next meeting of the sub-cluster will be hosted by a national NGO.  
  
The regional sub-cluster meeting was held in Kharkiv on 3 September jointly with the education cluster to focus on 
psychosocial support for children.  
  
Child protection sub-clusters regional meetings were held for the first time in Kramatorsk and Severodonetsk during 
the reporting period and will now be held on a monthly basis.  
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      Summary of Programme Response 

 
 

 

                                                        
1 The Cluster and UNICEF results are the same due to the fact that UNICEF is a lead in Nutrition sub-Cluster and the only implementing agency. 
2 These figures will be updated in the 2016 HAC to reflect the polio outbreak campaign targets of 4.75 million children aged 0-10 including 2.85 million under 6. 
3 UNICEF is the only implementing agency procuring and delivering midwifery kits, hence the Cluster and UNICEF targets and results are identical.  
4 UNICEF is the only implementing agency procuring and delivering basic emergency health kits, hence the Cluster and UNICEF targets and results are identical.  
5 Testing for HIV and distribution of ARV drugs are pending due to temporary suspension of humanitarian aid to NGCA. 
6 UNICEF target is higher than the Cluster target, as UNICEF has revised it based on reality, while HRP target used by the Cluster, is currently under revision by 
OCHA. 
7 Very small percentage of the target achieved by UNICEF is due to temporary suspension of the hygiene promotion campaign in NGCA and due to de-facto 
authorities’ request for tax for print and all media being controlled by them. The campaign is now being planned for GCA. 
8 This figure does not include the beneficiaries of the hotline. 
9 UNICEF is the only implementing agency, hence the Cluster and UNICEF results are almost the same. 
10 No coverage is due to rehabilitation of schools being currently underway. 

2015 PROGRAMME TARGETS AND RESULTS  
Results as of 28 September 2015 

Cluster  
Targets (Sep 
2014 – Dec 
2015) 

Cluster 
Results (Sep 
2014 – 28 Sep. 
2015) 

UNICEF 
Targets (Sep 
2014 – Dec 
2015) 

UNICEF 
Results (Sep 
2014 – 28 
Sep. 2015) 

NUTRITION  

Number of mothers in affected areas and IDP concentration 
areas have improved knowledge on benefits of exclusive 
breastfeeding in emergencies1 

60,000 20,800 30,000 20,800 

HEALTH  

Number of children immunised against polio under five2 900,000 N/A 900,000 N/A 

Number of deliveries supported by midwifery kits with 
medicines, medical equipment and consumables for maternity 
wards3 

20,000 13,500 20,000 13,500 

Number of beneficiaries supported by basic emergency health 
kits4 

200,000 130,000 200,000 130,000 

Number of pregnant women tested for HIV living in NGCAs7 
 

10,000 N/A 10,000 N/A 

Number of women, who have tested HIV positive, receiving ARV 
course to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV in 
NGCAs7 

190 N/A 190 N/A 

Number of people living in NGCA, who have received ARV 
treatment 5 

8,000 N/A 8,000 N/A 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE – updated cluster results  

Number of people with access to safe water 6  675,000 1,785,475 1,300,000 813,868 

Number of people with access to hygiene supplies 400,000 83,776 200,000 59,731 

 Number of affected people benefiting from hygiene and 
sanitation promotion messages7 

500,000 58,946 200,000 14,062  

CHILD PROTECTION  

Number of children provided with psychosocial counselling & 
support, disaggregated by gender and age 

30,000 74,006 15,000 41,8478 

Number of community professionals trained in identifying 
children’s heightened stresses and provided initial interventions 
9 

10,000 21,031 8,000 4,685 

Number of affected children, women  and caregivers who 
participate in safe spaces, where activities have been conducted 
to encourage family unity and well-being 

60,000 30,702 20,000 23,724 

EDUCATION  

Number of affected children (including adolescents) accessing 
education and provided with educational and psychosocial 
support 

600,000 199,000 225,000 196,000 

Number of children accessing rehabilitated and repaired 
schools10 

100,000 2,500 60,000 2,500 

Number of children in targeted schools and temporary learning 
centres having access to appropriate WASH facilities as per the 
agreed minimum standards 

115,000 2,500 80,000 2,500 
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Health and nutrition  

On September 1, the Minister of Health in Ukraine publicly announced that two cases of circulating vaccine-derived 
poliovirus in Ukraine had been confirmed, classifying the event as an outbreak and declared a public health emergency.  

In accordance with their global polio eradication mandate, WHO and UNICEF immediately dispatched specialised 
teams to the field in support of the government. The teams completed the epidemiological investigation and social 
profiling in Zakarpattia, where the cases were identified.   

The Ministry of Health established a Polio Outbreak Response Task Force, 
which includes WHO and UNICEF, recommended a vaccination campaign 
comprised of three rounds, each separated by a month. The first two 
rounds will target 2.85 million children aged 0-6 years while the third 
round will target 4.75 million children aged 0-10 years. The Task Force 
also agreed the first round will start on 12 October. However, neither of 
those recommendation have yet been translated into an official decree.  
An ad-hoc expert group established by the Prime Minister determined 
that the 1.5 million oral polio vaccine (OPV) doses, which were procured 
by UNICEF and handed over to the Ministry of Health in May 2015 as part 
of regular immunisation activities, could be released for immediate use in 
the outbreak response campaign. In addition, UNICEF procured and 
delivered a further 2.2 million doses in September 2015. Therefore the 
current stocks of OPV doses totalling 3.7 million are sufficient to cover the 
first round of vaccination. However, there is a funding gap of USD 3 million 
for the procurement of the remaining 10 million doses necessary to 
complete the second and third rounds of vaccination. 

Based on the social profiling of polio cases, the rapid assessment of 
parents’ knowledge and earlier knowledge attitudes, practices and 
behaviour research, UNICEF has developed a comprehensive 
communication and social mobilisation strategy for outbreak response to 

address concerns of parents and health workers. UNICEF has also provided technical support for the formulation and 
execution of the detailed vaccine distribution plan covering 20,000 immunisation points in 500 districts in all 25 regions 
across Ukraine. 
 
A joint statement on infant feeding in emergencies was signed by the Ministry of Health, WHO and UNICEF.  It aims to 
promote optimal practice of Infant and Young Child Feeding and discourage the distribution of breast milk substitutive 
in emergency situations.  The statement was distributed within the nutrition sub-cluster.   
 
The nutritional composition of baby food baskets was reviewed and the decision was taken to proceed with 
recommended baby food baskets for children aged 6-23 months.  
 
The nutrition sub-cluster posted and disseminated the final version of the joint Centre for Disease Control / UNICEF 
plan on Emergency Infant and Young Child Feeding Assessment and Internally Displaced Persons for Kharkiv, 
Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhia (Ukraine).  
 
The nutrition sub-cluster has developed a training module for the Mobile Emergency Primary Care Units on measuring 
mid-upper arm circumference in children and adults to monitor malnutrition trends. The training will be conducted in 
mid-October. 

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

From 9 to 16 September 2015, the WASH cluster coordinator and the head of UNICEF WASH undertook a field 
assessment in the non-government-controlled areas of Donetsk region. Eight bridges across the open Seversky Donets-
Donbass (SDD) channel have been destroyed as a result of fighting and the remains of three of these bridges are 
obstructing water flow and may lead to the channel freezing once harsh winter conditions set in. The SDD channel 
provides water to five filter stations in non-government-controlled areas and four more in government-controlled 

The second shipment of OPV vaccine procured by 
UNICEF arrived to Ukraine on 25 September 2015. 
[Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/2015] 
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areas, which provide piped water to a total of 3 million people. Technical dialogue between both sides has been 
ongoing and works have started to address the issue.  
 
Some 20 metric tons of WASH materials and supplies destined for projects in non-government-controlled areas have 
accumulated in the Dnipropetrovsk logistics cluster warehouse. UNICEF is advocating for the materials to reach the 
planned sites and for projects to move forward before the onset of winter.  
 
 In government-controlled areas of eastern Ukraine, UNICEF continues to expand its WASH capacities through the 
development of new partnerships. In Severodonetsk, UNICEF has initiated a programme with the Luhansk Regional 
Agency for Sustainable Development which it has provided with three ten-cubic meter tanks, three six-cubic meter 
bladders, and 5,000 jerry cans to improve water distribution efficiency. In addition, 10,000 six-litre bottles of water 
were provided to LRASD as contingency stock to be used in case of emergency.  UNICEF provided additional 

contingency stock of 5,000 bottles to the local 
administration in Volnovakha. UNICEF has also 
entered into new partnership with Ukrainian Frontiers 
who work on the provision of safe drinking water and 
hygiene materials in the areas of Mariupol and 
Krasnohorivka. 
       
UNICEF provided over 76 tons of chlorine to the Voda 
Donbassa water company, which will allow five filter 
stations in government-controlled areas to provide 
potable water to approximately 450,000 people on 
both sides of the contact line for the next three 
months.  
 

UNICEF distributed hygiene materials to 850 vulnerable 
families in all districts of Mariupol region which have 
benefitted approximately 1,500 children. Additional 

hygiene materials provided by UNICEF, primarily baby hygiene kits, were distributed to 850 beneficiaries, including 
700 children in six districts of the government-controlled areas of Luhansk and Donetsk regions. 

Child Protection 

UNICEF provided Lego Duplo and Lego System kits to 120 schools, kindergartens and community protection centers 
which are attended by 20,000 children in government-controlled areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 
 
 Some 16 core trainers from Donetsk and Luhansk graduated from the training of trainers course on the application of 
the Lego methodology for stress and trauma treatment for severely affected children aged 2-9 years. They will 
subsequently train 500 caregivers from these institutions. This activity is part of a long term strategy to build a large 
support system where teachers, psychologists, social workers and parents can learn how to identify heightened stress 
resulting from conflict and support positive coping mechanism and resilience building.  
 
The children’s hotline operated by the non-governmental organization La Strada and supported by UNICEF received 
1,923 calls in September 2015. Of those, 53 per cent were from girls and 47 per cent from boys. All callers received 
support and referrals when needed. Since January 2015, the children’s hotline has received a total of 25,104 calls. 
  
Throughout September, UNICEF provided psychosocial support to 4,940 children through a network of community 
protection centres (CPCs) in Luhansk, Dnipropetrovsk , Zaporizhzhia, Kharkiv and Donetsk regions.  Since January 2015, 
41,847 children have been reached through the CPCs and schools. 
 

Education 

On 1 September, the school year resumed throughout Ukraine. By and large, a substantial reduction in fighting since 
late August allowed for a peaceful return to school for children in conflict affected areas near the contact line in 
Donestsk and Luhansk regions, although enrolment figures remain lower than they were before the crisis. 
 

A boy waits with his mother at the humanitarian aid distribution point in 
Mariupol to get hygiene kits provided by UNICEF. [Credit: UNICEF 
Ukraine/2015/A.Kozlov] 
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While official figures are not yet available, the Ministry of Education and Science estimates that there will be no 
significant changes of the number of registered IDP children in schools and kindergartens across the country. 
The certificates issued to children who completed the 2013-2014 school year in non-government-controlled areas are 
not recognized by the Ukrainian educational authorities or by other countries, thereby disrupting and impeding further 
educational opportunities for these children. The Ministry of Education has established a fast track process under 
which children having completed their ninth grade in non-government-controlled areas can register in a school under 
its authority and complete both their ninth and tenth grade within the same school year. There are no such provisions 
for eleventh graders who will need to repeat the entire school year.  
 
UNICEF continues to implement the rehabilitation of 10 educational facilities and technical assessments for the 

rehabilitation of a further 35 schools have been 
completed. Due to lack of access to non-
government-controlled areas, all 45 educational 
facilities are in government-controlled areas in 
Luhansk and Donetsk regions.  
 
Urgent works are needed in order for many schools 
to remain operational and safe for children 
throughout the winter which is a particularly strong 
concern in non-government-controlled areas where 
the lack of access by the humanitarian community 
has put the children at higher risk of suffering from 
poor and/or hazardous educational infrastructure.  
 
In the government-controlled areas of Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions, UNICEF provided early childhood 

development and educational kits to nearly 900 educational facilities covering a total of 150,000 children.  
 

External Communication 

On 4 September, a joint UNICEF/WHO public statement was issued calling for urgent action to stop the spread of polio 
virus in Ukraine.  
  
On 8-9 September, UNICEF and UNDP organized a field visit to Kramatorsk and Slovyansk with the Embassy of Japan 
to monitor the implementation of the joint programme on improving access to education for conflict-affected children. 
The visit was widely covered by local and national media with over 25 stories published.  
 
On 28 September, a human interest story on support provided to conflict-affected families in Kharkiv was published 
on UNICEF’s global website.  
 
During the reporting period, UNICEF Ukraine experts were interviewed by Daily Mail on the situation of children in 
eastern Ukraine and SDGs, the Washington Post and IRIN on humanitarian access to non-government-controlled areas 
and, the Lancet on the polio outbreak in the country.  
 

Funding and Planning 
 

UNICEF is seeking US$55.8 million to provide emergency relief assistance to children affected by the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine. In addition to the US$1,984,325 carried forward from 2014, over US$17 million has been received against the 
Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) 2015, representing 31 per cent of the total appeal. A total of approximately 
US$8 million was raised in 2014 against the HAC 2014. UNICEF is grateful to the EU Humanitarian Aid and Civil 
Protection Department (ECHO), the US Agency for International Development (USAID), the Governments of Japan, 
Canada, Norway, Sweden, Estonia, Poland, Republic of Korea and Germany; Danish, UK, Slovak National Committees 
for UNICEF; US Fund for UNICEF; The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria; and corporate partners for 
their contributions. The table below provides a detailed overview of funding needs for 2015 by sectors of intervention:  
 
 
 

Children get education supplies at school in Sartana village, which is situated close 
to the contact line in Donetsk oblast. [Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/2015/A.Kozlov] 

http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/media_28219.html
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/media_28245.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/ukraine_85622.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3189575/Babies-taught-shoot-guns-forced-survive-hellhole-bomb-shelters-dumped-dirty-orphanages-harrowing-truth-forgotten-children-caught-Putin-s-war-Ukraine.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/un-envoy-its-great-mistake-to-block-aid-in-east-ukraine/2015/09/29/c3a32634-66b4-11e5-bdb6-6861f4521205_story.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/aid-freeze-promises-hard-winter-ukraine
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Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of DD/01/2015 for a period of 12 months 

Appeal Sector 

    
Funding gap 

Requirements Funds received* 

    $ % 

Education  $14,400,000.00   $6,930,246   $7,469,753.80  52% 

WASH  $23,000,000.00   $4,257,089   $18,742,911.30  81% 

Health & Nutrition  $12,300,000.00   $4,012,221   $8,287,779.00  67% 

Sector Coordination, Field 
Support 

 $3,500,000.00   $1,165,706   $2,334,293.72  67% 

Child Protection  $2,600,000.00   $928,264   $1,671,735.63  64% 

Total 55,800,000 17,293,527 38,506,473 69% 

 
 

UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: http://www.unicef.org.ua Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine Twitter:  @unicef  ua 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Giovanna Barberis 
Representative 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +380-44-521-0125,  
254-2439; Email: 
gbarberis@unicef.org  

Natasha Stojkovska 
Emergency Coordinator 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +380-44-521-0125, 
254-2439; Email: 
nstojkovska@unicef.org  

 
For further information please contact: 

http://www.unicef.org.ua/
http://www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine
https://twitter.com/unicef_ua
mailto:gbarberis@unicef.org


9 

 


